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June 2, 1958

Dear Johns

This is to remind you of the dinner which I am giving
at the Clambake Club, in honor of Vice Admiral and Mrs,
Stuart H, Ingersoll, at 8130 P, M, on Saturday, June 7th.

In the event circumstances prevent your attending,
please, as soon as you can, notify me hers at the Naval
Var College by telephons (VIking 7-2280, extension 7-546).

-

Looking forward to seeing you, I am, as ever,
" Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

nr, John E, Bovmm
Bellevue Ave,
Newport, R, I.




June 2, 1958

Dear Liz and Bodes
This 18 to remind you of the dinner which I am giving
at the Clambake Club, in honor of Vice Admiral and Mrs,
Stuart H., Ingersoll, at 8130 P, M, on Saturday, June 7th,
In the event circumstances prevent your attending,
Pleage, as soon as you can,notify me here at the Naval War
College by telephone (VIking 7-2280, extension 7=546),
Looking forward to seeing you, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Nr. and Mre, Howard W, Taylor, Jr.




June 2, 1958

Dear Henrys

This is to remind you of the dinmner which I am giving
at the Clambake Club, in honor of Vice Admiral and Mrs,
Stuart H. Ingersoll, at 8330 P, M, on Saturday, June 7th,

In the event circumstances prevent your attending,
please, as soon as you can, notify me here at the Naval,
War College by telephone (VIiking 7-2280, extension 7-546).

Looking forward to seeing you, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

Honorable Henry C. Wilkinson
68 01d Fort R4,
Newport, R, I,




June 4, 1958

Dear Isabel and Henry:

This is to remind you of the dinner which I am giving
at the Clambake Club, in honor of Vice Admiral and Nrs,
Stuart H, Ingersoll, at 83130 P. M. on Saturday, June 7th,

In the event circumstances prevent your attending,
please, as soon as you can, notify me here at the Naval
War College by telephone (VIking 7-2280, extemsicn 7-546),

Looking forward to seeing you, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Rear Admiral and Mrs, H, B, Eccles
101 Washington Street
xe'pon' R. I.




June 4, 1958

Dear Muriels

This is to remind you of the dinner which I am giving
at the Clambake Club, in honor of Vice Admiral and Mrs,
Stuart H, Ingersoll, at 8:30 P, M, on Saturday, June 7th,

In the event circumstancew prevent your attending,
please, as soon as you can, notify me here at the Naval
War College by telephone (VIking 72280, extension 7-546).

Looking forward to seeing you, I am, as ever,
Your old friead, '

R, W. BATES

Nrs, Harold A, Sands
155 Rhode Island Ave,
u.mn. R. I.




June 5, 1958

Dear Rosalies

This is to remind you of the dinner which I am giving
at the Clambeke Club, in honor of Vice Admiral and Mrs,
Stuart H, Ingersoll, at 8330 P, M, on Saturday, June 7th,

In the event circumstances prevent yoﬁr attending,
please, as soon as you can, notify me here at the Raval
War College by telephone (VIking 7-2280, extension 7-546).

| Looking forvard to seeing you, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

Mrs, Rosalie P, Altemus
Bellevue Court
n'mrt' a. Il




Dear Captain Droulihet:

I an forwvarding under separate cover the necessary data from
which you can compile the weather data for the ares embraced by
the diagrams to be used in the Bittle for Leyte Gulf, Volume V,

. Battle of Surigao Strait,

Included under separats cover is (a) a carbon copy of Volume
V, as completed to datej (b) weather legend; (e) typewritten -
shests of compiled weather data for October 23rd and 24th; (d)

& diagram for Ostober 22nd which you did for Volume III to serve
as a guide, and (e) a collection of diagrams for Volume V (October
23rd and 24th, and tactical disgrams of the Battle of Surigao
Strait) upon which to place the weather conditions. In this
connection it is requested that the number of sipatone types be
confined to indicate the four weather clissifications used in
Volume III, *

. Xk
ol A

Of the included diagrams, Diagrams B and C are for 2i~hour
periocds and extend from Japan to New Guinea, while Diagrams D
through O cover small areas in the Mindanao Ses and Surigso
Strait and cover short periods of time., The weather at the
southern tip of Panaon Island appears t© have been particularly
bad, as PT's 150, 194 and 196 did not sight anything until about

0500 October 25th, and the USHIO (SECOND Striking Porce, Diagram
I) nearly went aground at 0318, ,

As in the past the paragraphs of Volume V have been marked
with a red *"W* for eass in locating the weather comments and
these "Wt's gre on the following pages: 23-1, 23«4, 2, 13, 17,
84, 67, 73, 74, 84, 90, 94, 107, 108, 112, 116, 126, 128, 154,
170, 177, 192, 193 and 349. _

With best regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,

clptlin P. Ro Droulihet » USN

Director Naval Weather Service Division
Room 5E589, Pentagon

Washington 25, D.C.




Dear Doctor Spragues

I am enclosing herewith a check which I have delayed sending you
as I wanted to write you a letter at the same time,

As you know I am to be retired on July 31st and as I wrote you
before I am most anxious not to lose the physical disability which I
presently have, This disability is sixty per cent.

I spoke to the head of the Naval Hospital, Captain Wirthlin. He
says there is nothing to it-ethat all I would do is go back on the
retired list and maintain my physical disability. The Disbursing
Officer here, however, is g little concerned about it, as the orders
are most unusual, The orders state, *Your orders of 31 May 1949 are
further modified in that when directed by the President, Naval Var
College, Newport, Rhode Island on 31 July 1958, you will regard youre
self detached from all duties and will proceed to your home, ete.”,
and they also state that I will take a physical examination.

Captain Mclaughlin told me the other day that he would feel very
pleased if I could obtain a letter from you indicating that I have not
improved over the condition I had wvhen I was retired. As you will
recall you stated at that time that I was not less than eighty-five
per cent disabled, and the other day, when I visited you, you stated
that the only good thing I had in my life was the advanced age of ny
parents, Since this was exactly what you had said nine years bdefore,
I feel confident that my physical condition has in no way improved,

I don't think it has improved because in the summer with the relatively
high humidity which Newport has, I usually have a most difficult time.
Dr, McLaughlin said he thought maybe I ought to have more physical
disability than I have, I am not anxious to attempt to change this in
any way if there is any chance it will have any adverse effect on my
present disability.

I am hoping to go to Washington on Sunday the week commencing June
15th and I will discuss some of these matters with BuPers and BuMed, and
if necessary, the Judge Advocate General's office, I had to battle to
get myself under the new pay bill, and I am certainly going to battle
now to maintain my percentage, if such a battle is necessary.




I am developing minor ailments., As of now-egt least I hope they
are minore-I have a pain in my right arm, apparently from the joint,
It has been examined by experts, one of them being Dr, Witte frea
Chelsea Hospital, and they are trying to find out the cause and to
endeavor to relieve it., We feel that we may have found the source.

I wuld say that as of this moment my physical condition today is
below that what it was when I rotired, This is because I have worked
80 hard to finish the last two volumes on & rush basis that I seem to
show it,

We have just completed our Global Strategy Discussions. It was very
interesting btut also wearing, These Global Strategy Discussions last
for one week and are attended by about 100 prominent civilians as well as
100 Senior Reserve Officers (these are here for two weeks), It is a very
important phase of our existence here. The Army and Air Force War
Colleges are following us in this regard,

I am going down to New York today to receive a degree of Doctor of
Letters from Long Island University, When I have done this I will be
better able to talk to you as one %doctor® to another,

One of these fellows told me a very funny joke, He said he attended
the Republican Convention in 1940 which nomimated Mr., Willkie. Mr. Joe
Pew of Philadelphia was the mastermind, It appsars that a colored
delegation from the south came in to see Mr, Pew and that after the
greetings Mr, Pew said, "All right boys who are you going to vote for?®
The spokesman for the group said, "Well Mr. Pew, some of us is voting
for Mr. Taft, and some of us is voting for Mr, Dewey, but all of us
is *for salen,n

With best regards, I am, your old patient,

R, W, BATES

Dr, Howard B, Sprague, M,D.
1180 Beacon Street
Brookline 46, Mass,




Dear Dicks

I certainly enjoyed the privilege of being your guest
at Brookville and of being honored by you and your univer-
sity with a degree of Doctor of Letters, I thought the
whole affair was delightful and I deplore my necessity of
having to depart before the ceremocnies were completed,
However, as it turnmed out I might have been &tle to stay
for a few minutes more as your driver, Lambe, got me off
in fine style,

I wes quite impressed with the large mumber of pecple
at the Convocatiom and 1 was also impressed with the large
number of professors whom I presume were wearing their
doctorts robes,

In the plane on my return to Newport I read in the
paper that W, Harold Hoffman had died, You prodbebly remem~
ber him becsuse he had an Australian wife {E{lees) and
lived on Red Cross Avemus. Unfortunately he was a little
too wealthy for his owm good, His friends think that this
was regponsible for his demise by a heart attack,

When I read this article I was concerned bscauss I
thought that a bunch of his very close friends in Newpert
would drop out of the dinner which I was giving for the
President of the Naval War College., Actually not one person
did drop out and the dinner turned cut to be an overvhelming
success. S0, you can see how pleased I am that on this day
I had two great successes, One, and far the more important,
the doctor's degres from you and Long Island University;
the other a successful party at the Clambake (Qub., Admiral
and Nrs., Ingerscll were very pleased and so was I, because
the new steward there did a fine job,




I am enclosing herewith clippings that wers taken
out of the local Newport pajer commenting on my investiture,

I certainly hops that you have a wonderful trip te the
Coast, You and Helem are a wonderful pair, and I appreciate
your contimuing imnterest in me, '

With best regards to cll zy friends in La Jolla, not
the least of whom are Spike and Kay Pahrion, I am, as ever,

Your old .frj.eui *

- Admiral R, L, Conelly, USN (Ret)
-President's Quarters '
C.W, Post Gollege Anmex
Long Island University

- Brookville, Long Island, N, Y,




Dear Jack:

I plan to be in New York on Wednesday, June 18th, I

"will be in Washington for two days trying to clear up my
retirement, to see Admiral Felt, and to discover in s mild
way what should be done with some of our papers around here,
I am planning to stop off in New York on the way dack and
at present should arrive there early in the afterncca of
the 18th and should be leaving about three or four hours
later, I thought, that while in New York, I might make
contact with you, Of course I realise that since you have
become a great traveller the chance of your being there is

not great; yet again it may bde,

I can tell you now that I souldn't have been more sure
prised vhen I received a letter from Long Island University
informing me that I was to receive a doctorate, nor could
I have been more pleased, The affair was conducted on
Saturday morning in Brookville and was perfectly lovely,

I 1iked everything about it except that (a) I had to leave
early to get back to Newport as I was giving a dinner for

Admirdl Ingersoll, which, by the wvay, was very successful,
and (b) I missed you,

You were heavily missed at GSD this ysar, Many people
asked, "Where is Bergea?" I could only say that you were

last heard from in Hong Kong and I had no idea when, if
ever, you would return, Needless to say the
vhen they found that they wers not to
by you. The discuseions this year were tip top
body was thoroughly interested, 7This was one of the better

yearsi
With best regards to you and to Mary, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Rear Admiral J. J. Bergen, USNR
LO Wall Street
New York , N, Y.




June 19, 1958

Manager

University Clud
1135 16th 8t., N, W,
Washington, D. C,

Dear Sir

. 1 must say that I was semewhat concerned upon my visit to the

 University Clud these past several days to discover that the dining room
charges had suddenly imcressed quite markedly with no increase in the
quality of the table, I am not being critical of the quality as it is
quite good, dbut when one pays extra, one expects something extra, not
only in quality if it is possible, but also in the manner in which the
dishes are prepared, I saw no change in either of these items, dut I
did note a marked increase im my charges,

I am, therefore, sending herewith a couple of menus from my clubd
in New; York-=the New York Yacht Cludb, You will note that No, 4, which
is roughly what I had om Tueaday morning last, i.e., I had a tiny oup
of orange juice, two poached eggs and one small slice of Canadian bacon,
and a piece of dry toast., My bill for this wms §1.30., This corresponds
with No, 4 of the New York Yacht Club, which is $1,10. Yesterday morning
I had a plece of melon which was too green and which I returned, and then
was brought another piece of melom which was also pretty green, There
was no choices it was either green or it was very everripe. Then I had
one poached egg and one piece of dry toast with no tea, coffee or milk,
Ny charges for this were$,95, This does not correspond to any of the
Hew York Yacht Club menus, I recall the bill had one egg, one pisce of
dry toast=-$,70. Your hostess tried to change this to an ala carte situa-
tion, but the waitress had not done so.

For your information I find that I am not alone in these comments, but
that some of the guests seem to think that something has happened, The
waltresses were concerned over the reduced number of persons who now dine
there,

I am not writing this letter to the President of the Club, and I am
not end M- to create a rumpus, I am merely endeavoring to see if
you can get these matters on an even keel.

With hopes that you w111 see some value in these comments, I am,

Very sincerely,




-

Dear Rollos

This is just a note to tell you how much I enjoyed
being your guest at luncheon with the "top brass® of
which you are a fine member. It was most pleasant and
most kind, I can see that you fellows are very busy
down there and that you don't have very much time teo

yourselves,

My trip to Washington was quite sucecessful in that
I learned a lot of things and have started a couple
which will be helpful to others. Ome item had to do
with vhether or not a “permanent® physical dfsability
. is in fact "permanent®, The Army and the Air Porce say
that it is "permanent®, The Navy is not entirely clear
on it, It is my understanding that this will be finally
cleared up this week,

I am gorry that they are closing up this job before .
we were able to complete the study of the Leyte operations,
I had hoped to go carefully into the major decisions, bdut,
alas, just as they were coming up for discussion my section
was told to fold,

With best regards and many thanks, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

Vice Admiral Ralph E, Wilson, USN
Room 4B606, Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C.




- .
o

June 19, 1958

Dear Captain Edward K.

1 certainly enjoyed my talk with you and I enjoyed
. seeing an old friemd again,

I am sorry if I have caused you any unnecessary
trouble because of the inquiries I have been making, but,
as you know, I never let a thing drop unless it is & hot
potato, .

After talking to you I went over to the JAG's office
and thers I saw a Commander Davies, This officer was not
too familiar with the Retirement Prodlem and was concerned
lest he make a mistake, So he asked me to submit my
queries in writing, This I agreed to do, but when I wemt
over to see Admiral Donald Varian in DOD Adwiral Varieam
‘sald, "Don't write to Commander Davies, but let us handle
it here®, The question at issus, of course, was whether a
spermanent® disability is in fact Spermanent®, In other
words, can a fellow who had been retired physically and
has been given & Ypermanents disability de re-examined and
given a lesser disadility, Admiral Varian called the JAG
of the Army and the JAG of the Air Foroe, and they said
definitely noty that a "permanent® disability was ia fact

ent® and could only be added to, and never sub-
stracted from, This, of course, was the opiniom of Nr.
Gartley, a legal aide in the Office of the Oomptroller of
the Navy, 8o, there you are} According to Admiral Varian
a decision will be forthcoming tomorrow Friday, from the
General Counsel of the DOD,

You will be interested to know that coming back in
the plane I encountered ocur good friemd, Dr. Howard B,
Sprague, my heart specialist, He had with him another
former President of the American Heart Association, They
had been on a heart conference in Washington and were
enroute to a heart conference with Dr, Paul Dudley White,
the President's specialist, in New York. I told Dr, Sprague




President of the American Heart

~ do not necessarily recognise fully the medical implications
of whatever case they are handling, Since my sixty per
cent is safe it is my plan to sit tight, and to do nothing
until I hear the finsl decision on the originaxl question
as to whether a Tpermanent® disability is in fact “perms-
nent®,

With best regards to you and many thanks for your
kindnesses, and for the assistance rendsred bw yourself
and Lt, Pfau, and with hopes that I have in no way embar-
rassed you but have helped you in the end, I am, as ever,

Your old friead,

R. W. BATES

Captain B. E. Hogam, MC, USN
Room l=D, Temporary ®D* Hldg,
6th and Independence Ave,, S.V.
Washington 25, D. C.




THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSF..
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1958

Dear Brooks:

On returning from a week end of Defense Conferences
at Quantico, I was pleased to find your letter of June 18th.

I was especially gratified to learn of your satisfaction
with your tour of Navy duty at the War College in Newport, The
continuing interest of people like you in our Defense establishment
is of very real value to the country. I will see to it that Admiral
Ingersoll's superiors learn of your complimentary report on this

tour of duty.

I have noted your comment regarding the high quality
of the history writing work done by Commodore Bates. Of course,
I am not familiar with the decision with respect to his retirement,
but will see that those associated with me in the Navy Department
know of your recommendation that Commodore Bates be retained
on duty until he can complete his work on the historical record of

the Battle for Leyte.

I find that classmates from the Class of 1925 are good
correspondents of mine -- this morning having included not only
yourself but also Jack Roots and Steve Koshland. My thanks to you
and to all of my other friends, 1n and out of the Class of '25, who are
supporting our efforts for the improved defense of the country.

Camilla and I send our best to Alice and to you.

Sinc e'rely,

N

Mr. A. Brooks Harlow
135 Broadway
New York, New York




Dear Harold:

In accordance with your suggestion I am mailing to you today that
portion of the Battle of Surigao Strait which we have completed as of
today, You will note that this differs somewhat from what we sent you
before in that a portion of the operations of the preceding two days has
been included, This is because Volume IV of the Battle for Leyte Gulf
. which was to have covered in part the eperaticns from the completion of

Volume III through 1830, October 24th, when the Battle of Surigao Stiait
really started, was not even attempted, It had been my plan to tackle
this volume simultanecusly with the Battle of Surigao Strait, but the
closing out orders to this section caused us to %"ecease and desiste,

I hope that you won't find this preliminary data regarding the
operations of the various commanders difficult, I haven't attempted here
to go into a discussion of the accuracy or imacouracy of the commanders'
decisions but more to give the general sequence of events,

In the BEattle of Surigao Strait proper I hope to obtain from you

comments concerning the handling principally of the destroyers, You will
note that they did mot coordinate their attacksy that even in a division
which divided itself into two sections there was no attempt to coordinate
the sections., This was due largely to the fact that the various destroyer
squadrons had not operated together at all and night attack exercises had

generally been put aside,

I would appreciate it, if you have the time, if you would check some
of the destroyer discussions to see if you concur, However, in so doing,

remember that this was in 1944,

It was wonderful to see you here and I am sorry that you are out thers,
which, in many ways, is far away. However, it is a big job, and if handled
well can mean & lot to us, for the Reserves are important,

Your presence is already missed in this areal

With best regards to you and your beloved wife, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

Rear Admiral Harold T, Dmgm,w
Commander Naval Reserve Training
Omaha, Nebraska




Dear Ralphs -

This is to tell you how much I appreciate your letter
of 20 June, I haven't heard from you for a long time,
but I have asked about you, In fact I was in Washington
the other day and went up to the Bethesda Naval Hospital
to ses Swede Haslett who had undergone an operation for
the removal of one lung. Ibby was there, I brought up
the question as to whether they had seen you and I think
they said "not for some time®, Swede is not in good shape.
The loss of the lung was due to cancer and, of course, the
doctors won't know for some time whether they succeeded in.
removing it all, Ibby is holding up very well and I think
is deronstrating what I always thought abtout her, i.e.,
that she is a remarkable woman, Swede, I think, is much
better than he was, However, his mental attitude, which
was reported as not good, sesmed to be pretty good to me,
Lett's hope that he recovers fully!

As regards the folding of this section I am sorry to
say that the decision seems to be final, It is too bad
because I had quite a good staff here, most of whom would

have remained for another year, However, somedbody knifed
it from behind the door. I have never gotten the whole
story! You are quite right about the importance of this
work but it will take some time to prove it, The modern
officers seem 80 busy with their day~to-day responsibilities
that they do not have enough® time to devote to the study
of their profession,

I am glad to hear that you and Audrey are enjoying it
down there, but I am sorry to hear that you think that your
Job is just a "little® job, "That ain't the way I heered

ite,




é

Newport is getting along very well and looking
forward to the yacht races, In fact 113 yachts took off
on the Bermuda race and there will be more later, The
America's Cup race will, of course, be the highlight,

I think your successor enjoys it here, Both he and
Sally are quite popular., In many ways it is a tough jJob,
particularly these days, with the problem connected with
that refinery., It has not as yet been settled,

$im Ingerscll ard his wife are dom at the small
place they own in Virginia, He is on leave and is en-
deavoring to do some repair work to the place, I think
that they like the War College work now and are happy to
be here, In my mind they are guite an addition both to
the College and to the Community.

S0, all is welll
Pinally, did you know that Long Island University
had awarded me a degres of Doctor of Letters with a

wenderful citation, That Admiral (Dick) Conolly is some
man! .

Once again let me thank you for your letter I apprec-
iate it. You always were a great fellew,

With best regards to you both, I am, as ever,
Your old friemd,

R. W. BATES

Rear Admiral Ralph E. Earle, USK (Ret)

Office of the Business Manager and Comptroller
Duke University

Durham, North Carolina




June 27, 1958

Dear Ibty and Swede:

I was extremely pleased to visit with you at the
hospital in Bethesda, although I mmst say that your pre-
sence there, Swede, had been quite a blow to me until I
saw you and realised that although the operation you
had undergone was quite serious, your will to victory
was 80 strofg as to insure your prompt return to health,

I am sorry that you feel it necessary to sell your
home in Chapel Hill and live in Washington, After one
has lived in a place for a long time it is a little hard
to shake “the dirt from the roots®, However, I think
that you will find that you have more Navy friends-~more
real friends--in Washington than you had in Chapel Hil},
and that you will find the whole situation much better.

1 did an interasting thing in Washington, I worked
with the various departments on the best method of handl-
ing the problems befcre me, notably the new pay bill and
my own physical situation, The results were quite good
and I am hoping that as a result of my visit there will
‘be a change for the better in the Navy Department's inter-
. pretation of the retirement laws, I will not attempt to

g0 into any discussion of this, but both the Army and Alr
Porce JAG's had one solution and the Navy, at least
temporarily, has another, I think that this is wrong
because I think that all interpretations based on the same
law should be the same,

The weather has suddenly improved here and things are
mch better than they were, We have had pretty bad weather
over recent months but today for some reason things seem
vastly improved, at least to me, In fact I feel strong
enough to heave a ball through the window,




® ®

For your information and verification of what I have
told you before, this office will fold as of 31 July.
Whether I will be in the Newport area for any lenght of
time thereafter I don't know, But, I am hoping to remain
until the late fall, Except for this I have no plans nor

do I want any.

I certainly hope that you, Swede, will quickly return
to health, and that you, Ibby, will have a lessening of
the tensions which are ever on you because of your husband
and your family, I suppose that all wives and mothers have

these problems, more or less!

With best wishes to you both, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

BR. W. BATES

Captain and Mrs. E. E. Haslett,
U, S. Navel Hospital

National Naval Medical Center
Bethesda, Mzryland




June 27, 1958

Dear Admiral Spruances

I hope that you will be interested to see this
clipping which I am enclosing herewith, As you will
remember your daughter had three heavy beaux, One of
them was Tom Hickok, now deceased; one, Jerry Bogart,
became her husband; the other was Bob Webber, Whether
it is true or not, some of us felt that Webber was so
upset at Margarst's choice of Jerry that he resicned to
become a priest in the Jesuit order of the Roman Catholic
Church, while some of us felt his choice of the priest-
hood was due to his violent opposition to Communism, The
best answer is probably that it was a combination of the
two items referred to above,

For your information my office is being foldelas of
31 July--in fact it is disappearing by pieces-~so, the
World War II Battle Evaluation Group will be no mores, I
am somewhat disappointed about this as I have not complet-
ed my study of Leyte=-in fact I have cnly finished four
volumes out of the probable seven, However, the Navy
Department claims that their needs for my personnal and
the cost of my operation require the folding., Of course
this is most doubtfull

What I am going to do then I don't know, I am not
particularly interested about a job although it may well
be that I will have to do something just to keep my hand
in, However, because of all this I will not be in Cali-
fornia this summer and probably will not be out there
until late fall, When I get there I will check in on you
and at least see how you, Swede, Judge and Keith, among
others, are getting on,

I saw your friend Admiral Harry Yarnell and he is a
lot better, For a while his wife was pretty ill and he
got 111 with here. But, now that she has fully recovered
he is "back in batteryw®,




I was visited Wednesday Yy Captain Puleston of the
Class of '05, He is a big laugh and he had the place in
an uproar all afternoon,-

' The social life in Newport is beginning to get under-
way, Most people who plam to be here for the summer have
arrived, and as théy have little else to do but

they are working pretty hard at it, I think that any of
your friends you might mention are here,

If I can do anything for you here in the next little
while a word from you is all that is necessary and I will
do my best,

With best regards to you and Margaret, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, USN (Ret)
P. O, Box 192
Pebble Beach, Calif.




July 2, 1958

Dear Hindman:

Since I wrote my letter of May 9th I have
received no comment from you whatsocevers This
is discouraging because I have wanted to help
you, I don't know why you haven't replied
because your reconsideration for selection is
fast approaching,

I am wondering whether you have succeeded
in getting your Admirals there to do something
about your case, It seems to me that, despite
the fact that you apparently had been out of
circulation before you came to the Naval War
College, you recovered beautifully with that
air squadron in San Diego and also as executive
afficer of a first line carrier, Once again
I repeat what they told me in Washington, i.e.,
that your record was fine in every way. So,
there you are!

Finally, I stick to my previous statement
that if you can get your Admiral there to take
a strong stand it will be helpful. I had hoped
that Vice Admiral Ingersoll (President of the
Naval War College) might be on your board, but
instead of that he is on the Admirals' board
and, therefore, will not be available,

I With best regards to you and to your wife,
am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES

Commander Stanley E, Hindman, USN
Executive Officer

U.S, Naval Air Station

Corpus Christi, Texas




Dear Howards

I notice in the local press that you have been
designated as one of those Laymen authorised to ocoupy
the Pulpit of a Baptist Church, to officiate at the
serving of the Lord's Supper and to baptise candidates,

This is a great tribute to your high moral character,
mental power and personality, Certainly many people are
familiar with the Bible, and many people can make speeches,
but very few are licensed by any church to replace, even
though temporarily, the Minister,

I am sure all of the "boys in the backroom® appreciate
. this high honor which has been conferred upon you, All
of us wish you well in the accomplishment of the mission
which is here clearly assigned to you, and all of us feel
enriched by the association,

With best regards and congratulations, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES

Commarder Howard Cole, USN
2 Sunset Hill
Middletown, R, I,




Dear Ted:

I received your last card with a great deal of interest and was
particularly pleased to see that you are very happy in what you are
doing, . I realise that you have no particular job, but when people
reach our age they are not supposed to have jobs, They are supposed
to be able to relax and to enjoy the "good life” as a result of their
labors, ‘

You asked me wint I am going to do. I will tell you==I am not
going to do anythingleeat least for the present, I realise that I am
8 very hard worker and have given largely of my life and substance to
that, and I have enjoyed working and I do enjoy working, but there comes
a time, I shall retire from the service in my forty-aighth year in the
Navy, This is quite a long time and far longer than most people serve,
You are still in the Reserve and you may, after all, be the "Last of the
Mohicans®, I won't quarrel with you about it, although, very frankly,
I think I am the last, because since I am retired my chances of being
recalled to active duty are greater than yours. Howsver, as I said
before, if you choose to be the ¥Last of the Mohicans®, be it}

My present plans are to remain here until about October. At that
time I will have decided what I am going to do for the time being.
Presently I am on two or thres committees in towmn, among which are the
English Speaking Uniom, Music Pestival and Boys' Club, any one of which
can slay me if I let it, I may be working at the College after 31 July
assisting Captain Titus of my office who will be the "Last of the
Mohicans® here, We are finishing Surigao Strait and the work load is
terrific, Howsver, our "product® will certainly measure up to the high
standard of our other volumes,

I suppose you know that I received a degree of Doctor of Letters
from Long Island University. This was awarded by Admiral Conolly who
said, "the University is awarding this to you, not because of your war
record which is very distinguished, but because of your intellectual
achievement®, I am sending you herewith a copy of my citation which,

as you can see, covers about everything., I am extremely pleased about
~ this because it shows that I am leaving office with the high approval
of the President of Long Island University. As a matter of interest I
am now in"Who's Who in America®, *Who's Who in the East®, "Who knows
What® and "American Scholars®, I am not telling this to you out of any
vanity, but to indicate the accomplishments in this office and the rottem

futility of cancelling the whole project.




Sometime after I retire I will come down and see you, We will have
a little fun in your city, although I am hopirg to go to Canada also and
ses what I can find up there to amuse me for & little while, From this
you can see that I am all ready to gol I am wondering whether I am going
to be adble to survive my new routinel Maybe I will have to marry a "Mamma®

who W1l put me to workl
With best regards to an old friend, from another old friend, I am,

Very sincerely,

Comrnander Edward Breed, USNR
165 West School Lane

Philadelphia 44, Penna,




Dear Dons

I appreciated receiving the Assistant General Counsel's opinion on
retirement disability, It is highly illuminating and surely correct,
However, until the Navy makes a decision in this matter I am reluctant
to do anything about it. I am going to speak to Admiral Ingerscll about
it when he gets back here-—as you perhaps know he is on a board in

, and may have to go back down next week, My retiremsnt is

Washington,
the week following (Thursday, July 31st).

As regards the physical disability I would like to follow the advice
of the doctors at the Naval Hospital who think I am entitled to more than
I have now, This surprises my friends who say, "ihy, you look finel®; to
which I reply that, the day he died Lynde MeCormick looked fine too— :
better than I do=eand yet he was dead within twelve hours, My heart
specialist-—a very famous one--Howard B. Sprague, in Boston, says that
in heart cases locking well is of no importance ard no criterion. So,
there you are!

I certainly hope that you are enjoying yourself down there despite
this situation in the Middle East, and I hope also that if anything of
importance looms you will be given a job commensurate with your abilities.

Maybe you will get an amphibious job after alli

Whether or not anything comes out of all this, I want you to know
' that I appreciate your intsrest and the efficient manner with which you
have accomplished what you have, At least people who follow us will, I
feel sure, have a better break than I am having at preseat,

With warmest regards to you and your beloved wife, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

Rear Admiral D, C. Varian, USH
Room 34886, Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C.




letter, copy herewith enclosed, relative to

Leyte Operation. ¥e are awaiting
re the final link in our source material.

[ d
here at the Naval War College, Captain Eisenbach s very little to offer,
spent some days here with us, and is highly interested, but dossn't seem to
have the facts, Commander Sillers has given us some information which checks
with that from the Japanese side,

One point of enormous concern is the fact that ten planes arrived Leyte
Gulf on the aftermoon of October 23rd, which planes were sent dowm to
muy(mmmuwm)mmum

two tenders, mwmmwm Your flag was in the SAN CARLOS,
Praltbodispatehai appears as if the HALF MOON tended all ten planes.
Do you happen to know This is a particularly
important peint, as pointed cut im the besic letter, You were ordered to
send out five planes and only three went, Could it have been that omly th
out of the tea planes ready for actiom, and, if so, what was the cause
Actually your fimal ord celled for five planes to be sent owut at night
and two in the moming, making a total of sevea, :

It wms suggested by Commander Sillers that perhaps the squadrons that
flew into leyte Gulf om the 23rd (VPB's 33 and 34) were supposed bs tended
by both AVP's, but im the press of the developing situatiom only squadron
was able to be utilised for the nicht search since the SAN CAKRLOS had departed
Hinunangan Bay early in the morning (0821) for 3%k PHiES Bay about forty miles
to the north, He admits that the ides is largely comjecture and it seems
1igiy unlikely to us, However, another point is the fact that no planes of
VYPB=34 were flown on that evening., Could this alsc have been due to mainte~
nance requirexents?

7 Iai:odh;mheru&.tbwﬁratdnftoftbopmumofmr
command for this day for my wvolume ¥V,




8inos the time remaining to complete this analysis is limited, it
is requested that you reply as soon as practicabdle,

With dest regards, I am, |
Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret)

Captain Jack C, Remard, USH.

Staff, Commander Fleet Air, JACKSONVILLE
Us S. Haval Alr Statiom .
Jacksonville, Mla,




July 7, 1958

Dear Wilmarths

This letter is to thank you for your continued interest
in my World War II Battle Evaluation Group. However, I don't
think there is much that can be done about it at present. A
decision has been made, which decision they are going to stand
by, I think, despite the fact that many officers including the
Commanders-in-Chief, Atlantic and Pacific Fleets, among others,
think that the decision is wrong and that the project should
be completed,

The Secretary of the Naval War College, the other day,
wanted to bet me two to one that my group would be reopened
within six months, Maybe it will and maybe it wemtt, but it
certainly should be, because the final battle (Leyte Culf)
that I am working on is not finished, Unfortunately I have
Just reached the point where I am about to discuss the major
decisions, ocut of which I was going to produce the major battle
lesscns, but it seems that I will not be able to do that,

I look forward to seeing you when you coms down here,
You and that wonderful wife of yours, Annie Burr, have always
been very friendly to me and I appreciate greatly my friendship
with you, _

I have seen a fair amount of Janet and Hugh D, In fact
I was at a luncheon Saturday and sat beside Janet, last night
I was at a little birthday party for Neo Crosvenor, givenm by
Neo, attended largely by children, and Janet and Hugh D, were
there as well,

There is not much new to report, The situation everywhere
seems quiet and I hope it is with you,

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R, W, BATES




S

Cren

July 11, 1958

Dear Captain Remard:

Since writing to you and sending you the papers, which,
I hope you have received by now, I came across a statement
about the operations of the Black Cats by one of your pilots,
Captain (then Lieutenant Commander) Vadym V. Utgoff, Executive
Officer of VPB 34, Utgoff told about how, at this time, the
PBY's had been attacked by Jaganese bombers and how they had
flooded the gasoline tanks, have accepted this as probably
true because I couldn't imagine higg more plauaible 8ér
the putting out of commission of the PBI's, -

:Altbongh you were apparently up at San Pedro Bay at this
time you kay have some knowledge of this incidenmt. I shall .
appreciate your reactioms, o

For your information, your former Chief of Staff, Captain
C. R. Biseabach: is here and he approves of this writeup
although he can't remember it. There is nothing om it in
of the war diaries or actionm reports. I have now sent for the

- deck logs of the HALF MOON and the SAN CARLOS and am heping

that they may have something on it.
‘With best regards, I am, as ever,
Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES
Rear Admiral, USE (Ret)

CHptaiu Je Co m, UsSH

Sgaff, Commander Fleet Air JACKSONVILLE
U.S. Kaval Air Stationm

Jacksonville, Fla,




July 17, 1958

Dear Mr, Cloud:

I am in receipt of your letter of 2, June and have been somewhat
delayed in replying to it for umavoidable reasons, In replying I should
liks to state that my office is in no way connected with matters of this
kind, I am analysing the msjor naval battles of World War II and am not
providing research in other areas, However, your questions interested
me to a degree and I am, therefore, replying to a degree:

(a) As regards the brief history and present ranks of the U.S. Navy
and the navies of the world, I think that you can get most of that infor-
.mation from the Bureau of Naval Personnel of the Navy Department who should
be familiar with the ranks, etc., of the various mtions, It is of interest,
however, that in our pavy the rank of Commodore, until 1862, was purely .-
%gpot® or %honorary®, I have seen letters addressed to men who were called
Commnodore in our eally days and these letters were addressed as Commcdore.
Yot the facts are that it was not a regular rank as such. However, in 1862,
in the early days of the Civil War, Congress established the rank of Commo-
dore and the rank existed in our Navy from that time until 1899 when it was
abandoned as a rank on the active list, Actually both Oliver Hazard Perry
and Matthew Calbraith Perry, who are known to history as Commodores, are
listed as having died as Captains, Then, in 1943, the rank was restored

ard ®"spot® Commodores existed for temporary service until after the War
when the rank was once again abandoned, I am the only Commodore presently
on active duty in the Navy and I have been on active duty since 1949, At
present moment I have orders to return to the retired 1list at the end of
this month at which time there will be no Gommodores on active duty in the

U. S. N‘v.

(b) As regards the item referring to the legend of Elisabeth Island,
your attention is invited to the fact that Henry R, Wagner's book, "Sir
Francis Drake's Voyage Around the World®, is generally considered to be the
best work on this voyage. This work shows that at the time that Drake made
his voyage there was much copying of accounts from one writer or another
and that erross cecpt in, In fact mavication was very crude and no exact
methods were available for keeping track of where the ships had beem,
Charts of the time were very inexact and in part imaginary., While Latitude
could be determined with reasonable accuracy Longitude was at best a guess,
In this book Wagner concludes that Drake probably landed on Henderson Island
(Latitude 55°~38'S, Longitude 69°-00'W) which is about sixty miles northwest
of Cape Horm, Although Drake asserted that there was a wide strait or open
sea south of this island, either no one would believe him or it was suppressed

as a state secret for many years,




As 3 matter of interest the Spanish Viceroy had the Longitude of
Mexico City determined about 1550 by the most accurate msans which at
that time was an eclipse, The result was about twenty degrees in error
and an error which was not discovered for nearly 100 years,

Attached herewith is a brief biblography referring to Sir Francis
Drake,

With best regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,
R, W. BATES

¥r, Preston E. Cloud, Jre

U, S. Department of the Interior
Geologifal Survey

338 U.S. National Museum
Washington 25, D, C.




Partial bibliography:

1.

Sir Francis Drake's Voyage Around The World, Henry R. Wagner
Published by John Howell, San Francisco, California, 1926,
(Generally considered the best work on Drake's voyage)

The World Encompassed By Sir Francis Drake, Published by
The Hakluyt Society, London, 1854, (With a reproduc tion of
Hondius' Globe),

Life, Voyages and Exploits of Admiral Sir Francis Drake,
By John Barrow, Esquire. Published by John Murray,
London, 1843,

Sir Francis Drake, Julian Corbett. Published by Macmillan
and Co., London, 1894,

The Geographical Journal, June, 1903, pages 605-611.
The Royal Geographical Society, London.

The Land of Magellan, William S. Barclay. Published by
Brentano's, New York, undated.

Hydrographic Office Charts No. 0453 and No. O454.




July 21, 1958

Dear Commander Harlow:

I appreciated receiving a copy of the letter you
received from the Secretary of Defense relative to the
Naval War College and to my work. You must have written
a wonderful letter! However, as I told you when you were
here I did not feel that there was much use in writing to
the SecDef about my studies because the top command of
the Navy had determined to fold this jJob, and fold it they
would, I am pleased that you appreciate my work and feel
that it should be continued. I think so myself as does
everyone I have spoken to including many top ranking naval
officers including Nimits, Conolly, Carney, Stump and
Wright, but that is as far as it roes!

It was nice to meet you and to note what a fine fellow
you are! I certainly hope that in later years the Naval
War College and I, even though not here, will see more of
you.

With best regards and thanks for your efforts, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Commander A, Brooks Harlow, USNR
135 Broadway
New York, N, Y,




Dear Commodore Rodriques:

This letter is to tell you of the zreat pleasure we
all experiensed when you visited the Kaval Wer College
and to, at the same time, thank you for your grecious
gift, your lecturs on Nelson's heroic life incorporated
in book form,

Needless to say I found it not omly interesting amd
diverting but very pertinent to the subject of “the
commander®, Certainly the charsoter of the coxmarder is
a most important one and in your lecture you succeeded
admirably in presenting several of the more important .
Helesonian characteristice-<notable his "initiative® and
his "spirit of the offensive®™ to say nothing of his personmal
bravery, He was quite & man}

I hope that you will remember me most kindly to
Captain Pereira who was with us last year,

With many thanks for the book, and with best resards,
Ianm,

Very sincerely yours,

Re W, BATES
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret)

Commodore M, M. Sarento Rodriques
Superintendent Portuguese Naval Academy
Lisboa, Portugal




July 26, 1958

Dear Jack:

Today being Saturday and my retirement being scheduled
for July 31, I thought that I would drop you a letter to tell
you about it.

Very fortunately the Navy Department has agreed to let
Captain Titus remain on active duty until December 31, and 1
am being permitted to work here on my own for no pay for a
few months until the wolume on Surigao Strait is finished.

So, as regards all of that, I am happy enough. My great

regret is, of course, that I don'*t think that the high command

has any appreciation of what we are doing here, and of the
importance of this work. A couple of years ago {he officer

in charge of strategic plans told me that he keff{’'my books on

his desk to be sure that they didn't make any mistakes like

that again. This was enough for me and made me feel that my own

:or% ;:i worthwhile. That this condition exists today seems
oubtful,

I am quite convinced that the decision just made to dis=-
solve my section was done by a group which, unfortunately did

not even look at any of my work. I obtained this idea from a
Captain who knows, In fact I asked Don Felt if he had looked
at my Volume III of the Battle for Leyte Gulf (my last volume),
and he said "no"™ he was too busy. I then asked him how on
earth he could make a recommendation to dissolve the section
when he didn't even know what was being accomplished?

I have been told also, and this was by two or three very
senior admirals who disapproved of the decision,that the section
was being closed because ?1) those who made the decision didn't
want criticism even if it were objective, (2) they thought that
enough battle lessons had been written already, (3) they didn't
want anything to be said adversely of living senior flag officers
at this time, and (4) of budgetary reasons.

As regards item (1) I have to say that this is not the
viewpoint of Admirals Spruance, Nimitz, Carney, perhaps Kinkaid,
perhaps Halsey, Stump, perhaps Wright, Conolly and numerous
others, In fact the concern around this College during Global




Strategy Discussions over the folding of this section was so
strong that a number of reserve officers as well as civilians
sounded off pretty strongly about it and wrote letters about
it, The President of the Navy League of New York, Vice Admiral
Holden, suggested that the Navy League of New York might take
some action in this matter., It was even suggested that the
Press was interested in all of this. However, I said that I
would not take a stand in that I had spent my life in the Navy
opposing political machination against the wishes of the high
command, and I could not at this tate moment change my "spots®,

As regards item (2) the thought that there are enough
battle lessons already is quite aliem to the facts. Although
there are certain lessons which pursue their way through battle
after battle, such as "surprise", there are other lessons which
only appear m time to time, i.e., Admiral Halsey's plan,
when attacking Japan, to transmit over the Japanese commercial
broacast frequencies important facts likely unknown to the
Japanese people, produced a fine battle lesson for future cone
sideration, Note the tremendous effect of radio propaganda in
the Middle East and the effects of the Vokecoff America and
other voices including enemy, There is much to be learned as
we move along, ;

As regards item (3) I haven't had any serious complaints
from flag officers whose decisionsI have found it necessary to
disagree with. In fact they write me and when I meet them they -
are quite friendly, Why is this? It be because naval officers
of consequence have the country's best interests at stake and
realize that criticism from a friendly eye is preferable to
what might be an unfriendly eye in the distant future. Admiral
Spruance at first told me that he didn't approve of eriticism
while people were alive, but he later reversed his stand after
he saw what I was doing. He wrote me a letter a few days ago
telling me that he was very sorry indeed that my program was
being closed before it was completed,

As regards item (4) budgetary reasons are important reasons
and may have had a marked effect on those who were concerned
with the final decision, However, this budgetary reascne-and
I got this from Dick Conollyee-merely means that they do not have
a peoper appreciation down there of history nor of what I am
contributing toward history. It is in general only those who
have studied war in.places like the Naval War College, such as
yourself, who can appreciate the need for battle lessons of the
past to guide those for the future.




I wrote to Admiral Beakley out in the western Pacific
and mentioned this fact to him, I then remanded him that the
Japanese had started the RussoeJapanese War by sinking the
Russian ships at Port Arthur and Chemulpo without any previous
warning, a recognition of which fact might have prevented
Pearl Harbor, .

1 speak largely of strategy where the past has a more
marked effect than it does on tacties, although my analgses
g:oduce many tac{tcal battle lessons also of value to the

ture, . :

'I feel that we have done a fine job here and I feel also
that our work will receive approbation on that basis from
future students of war, It, therefore, conceras me greatly to
think that many senior officers dodnot see see the need for the
continuing study of ;jhiistory, and in this case naval history,
and don't realige that the successful strategy of the future
must be based in part on the lessons of the past.

Because of all this it was a great delight to me that the
President of Long Islandi University and the Board of Trustees .
saw fit to honor me with a Doctor of Letters degree. It is too
bad that it requires a civilian institution to recognize
successful accomplishment in naval matters!

So much for all of this}

And now what I really wanted to write to you about is to
tell you of how much I enjoyed my association with you at the
Naval War College during the war, and of how much I have
appreciated the assistance you have given me from time to time
in helping my section to continue its work, and in helping the
Naval War College through some rough times. Your help in making
G%gbalbgtrategy Discussions effective was of course very cone
slderable,

With hopes that you will continue your interest in the
Naval War College and will do all that you can to foster interest
in the Navy, which includes historical studies of consequence
and not propaganda novels, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,




July 29, 1658

Dear Wickesie:

I asked your fair Marian for your address so that I
couid drop you a note about the "goings on™ in this com-
minity and perhaps in the world.

In the first place Newport has been rather unhappy
for some time because we have had continuocus fog but now
there is relief in sight., So, perhaps in a day or so. it
may be better and then all of us will be in good humor

again, .

I went to a dinner a couple of weeks ago at Zee Rust
and it was very delightful, Marimn had set the table
beautifully with a green tablecloth and napkins with those
famous white vases as center pieces and no flowers at all,
It was quite effectivel I am sure that everyoms had a
very fine time although all wsre regretful that you were
not present, However, I think that everyone felt as I did,
that so long as yon were happy in France we would excuse
your absenece here, '

The Navy has finally caught up with me so that as of
midnight Thursday, that is in two days, I will return to
the Retired List, having completed forty-seven years of
active service, It is going to be & little difficult for
me to reorient myself bu&s mentally, I am quite satisfied

with the setup as I have been preparing for this for a long
time, ' Every year the gquestion has arisen whether I was to
be carried on for ancther year and every year the decision
has been yes, However, this year the decision was no, so
the Jjob which is about threee-quarters.finished is to be
stopped right at the peak of its effectiveness, I blame
this on a lack of appreciation of what we are doing here!l

I will be in Newport until October anyway. What I will
do after that I don'’t know, However, as of now I am not
making any plans to live anywhere in particular,




Thess are interesting days abroad, and I suppose that
you are all watching the situation there and in the Middle
East as clossly as we all are here, Certainly our interests
are largely parallel, Anyway with the possibility of a
summit meeting in the air the press and the radio are well
filled with it. Since General DeGaulle has taken a stand ‘
somewhat different from his major allies, I imagine the Prench
press and radio are also filled with talk of it, We will see
what happensl :

It looks as though despite the possibility of & summig
meeting the Congress will adjourn on August 9th, As one of
the Senators said yesterday it is much better to have the
Congress away from Washington so that the President c¢an act
with freedom. This could well be true, but the press will
have their eye on him and so will endeavor to televise him
unless the sessions are closed, So, sveryone will be glued
to their T,V, sets hoping to get & glimpse of what is happene

1!180

The Newport weather has been terrible but no worse than
elsewhere in this area, Fog with it heav} humidity, rain,
heat--all together or separately--have been the bane of our
existence, However, the forecasters are hopeful that we may
finally get a good aay shortly.

Your old friend, Muriel Adams, had such good luck with
her horses that she entered Mark Anthony--who had just won
& very good race--in a race against Bold Ruler (Eddie Arcaro
up) but her horse came in last, John Adems is most displeased}

I certainly hope that all is well with you for you are a
treasured friend of many of us. Please see to it that you

take care of yourself in your beloved Normandie and return here
when things are cooler temperature wise,

With best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Mr. Forsyth Wickes
Ahateau Courtmulins
Gaillon, Eure, France




July 30, 1958

Dear Dick:

As this office has officially folded, although it will
remain open until December 31lst, and as I return to the
Retired List tomorrow night, July 31lst, I thought I would
write you a letter to tell you how much I appreciate all
the assistance you have rendered ms here in this assignment,
I want %o thank you for the help you have given me not only
as President of this War College, but in recent difficult
days, when the prosess of dissolving the section was undere
waye Your help at that time was great amd had it not been
that the High Comm:nd in Washington chose to be blind, your
letter alone would have been enough to retain the section in
operation.

I have been told by Vice Admiral James (Reg) Kauffman

- that if the President of the Naval War College had taken a
strong stand and had written a letter to the Secre the
matter would have been, to say the least, reviewed, g tells
me that, although he didn't tell me before, that this came
from the Seoretary of the Navye~it did, in fact, come directly
from the Secretary. : :

The answer to this is simple, The approach by everyone
was wrong, While I can understand the necessity for following
normal channels in general, in this case it was unwise because
the hardecore group who were determined to fold this section
was somewhere in the office of the Chief of Maval Operations
or the Chief of Neval Personnel, In my mind it is they that
started the whole thing,

I indirectly sounded out Admiral Ingersoll on several
occasions as to what stand he was taking on this and he merely
said he wanted me to finish the Battle of Surigao Strait,

He thought to do more than that was unnecessary. The other
day he made a somewhat more flat statement in the preseance of
Doctor John Kemble of Pomona College in Southerm Califormia,
(You may remember Doctor Kemble as he was Professor of Military
History here in 1952,) At this time Admiral Ingersoll said




. . ’ .

to the effect that when he was down in Washington he felt
that they were anxious to fold up the section, and, therefore,
he did not fight it too stromgly as he largely concurred that
we had enough of history, or words to that effect.

The Admiral and I got into a pretty serious discussion

because the Admiral inferred that I didn't like Admiral
Halsey, which is far from the truth, I told the Admiral that,
as a matter of faect, %n ay volumes, Admiral Halsey, so far,
had c¢ore off very well and that haa i finished the Leyte series
1 could have presented all of the top commanders in a much
better light than has been done elsewhere, because I had more
gf Eho faets, The Admiral them said he was just "pulling my

CE o 4 4

I have endeavored throughout ny entire naval career to
be objective and certainly in my historiecal writings I have
succeeded in so doing, In fact practically no eommanders who
have been critized by me have taken serious exception to my
writings and, most, if not all, have remained my friends,

In my opinion the job should be reopened and the work
continued, even though not in the lNaval War College, Doctor
Kemble, having heard the Admiral's remarks, was rsally astone
ished. He said that he thought, since he ﬁﬁmaalf had reviewed
part of my original work, that .1t should be continued and that
it might be possible to obtain a grant from some foundation
to continue the work so that budgetary difficulties, if any,
would be done away withe I think his idea was that if X
continued the job I would engage certain naval officers to
assist me in it at some place, perhaps your colieges As you
remember Admiral) Burke was sorry about the finaneial factor
involved and inferrsd that by giving the contract to long
Island University the Ravy Department would be compelled to
provide the funds which they could not do. u

I am glad to see that you are moving along successfully
and have now appointed a Vice President of your university,
‘I know that you had had that in view for a long time and
hope that the man you have chosen will be satisfactory., I
suppose if he isn't you can always let him go prior to your
own time of departure, I am sorry that I am getting on in
years or I would have filed for that job myself, What a fine
university you have! And, all done by youl! Yours is destined
to be one of the great national universities,




Let me wish you both all happiness in your prasent and
future endeavors, and let me, once again, tell you I apprecie
:g: nothing more than th: friendship you have given me over

years,

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Your old friemd,

Admiral R. L. Comolly, USN (Ret)
President's Quzrters

CW Post College, Long Island University
Brookville, Long Island, N. Y.




‘July 31, 1958

Dear Hutch:

Today I am retiring from the United States Naval Service
and my work here is being closed off before completion, This
is explained as because of budgetary pressures. '

I thought that you might be interested in a little about
this, I retired in 1949 for physical disability and I was
called back to active duty within two months to write the
analysis of the Battle for Leyte Gulf, I have been working
on this for the past seven or eight years and have finished
four volumes of the Battle and three other volumes which
include the Battles of the Coral Sea, Midway and Savo Island.
I have made films of these battles which have been highly
successful, They are a new technique developed by myself
and everyone who has seen them has been quite impressed.

Today the whole Naval War College staff presented me with
a beautiful combination thermometer, clock and barometer, all
in a mahogany housing with a most charming inscription in
brass attacked thereto.

I am sending you herewith an item thereon--two newspaper
clippings from the Newport Daily News and the Providence
Journal, This will give you an idea of the friendly manner
in which the community has viewed my retirement, Another
item thereon is my d<gree of Doctor of Letters presented by
Long Island University. The citation is very nice and I will
be happy to send you a copy if you want it,

I don't know what I am going to do after I retire although,
for the present, I am going to work at the College at no cost
to the Government to finish my last volume which is almost done,
Needless to say I have thoroughly enjoyed my naval career and
I wouldn't have given it up for anything else,

The President of the Naval War College, Vice Admiral S.H.
Ingersoll, gave me a large party the other day and well over
100 people showed up. That, in itself, was extremely nice,
so, all in all, all is well, ‘




I am sending this to you so you can dd anything with it
you want, But, since I am the last officer on active duty
1g theiﬂavy from the Class I think it well that you know
about 1it,

I certainly hope that you and Heather are in fine shape
and are enjoying Annapolis, :

The weatler up here has been terrible and I have been
quite ug;et about 1%, as with my heart condition it slows me
to a walk,

With best regards to you both and with regrets that I .
am folding after completing forty-seven years instead of fifty,
and with hopes that I shall be able to reorient myself to this
new life as well as you have, I am, as ever,

Your o0ld friend and classmate,
R. W. BATES

Commo, M, W, Hutchinson, Jr., USN (Ret)
6 Acton Place
Annapolis, Maryland




August 21, 1958

Dear Anne:

I was awfully sorry that you and John were unable to
accept Vice Admiral and Mrs, Ingersollts invitation teo
their party given in my honor, It was too bad, However,
with such bad fog conditions I think that you were
certainly wise not to attempt to make it, In a selfish
way I am glad that you did not come because had you come
I never would have received from you that wonderful letter
which, naturally, I shall treasure over the years remaining

to ms,

You are quite right in my affection for the Navy., I
suppose that if I had not had such an affection I might
well have married, or something, But, I married the Navy
instead and I can say that I am not particularly unhappy
about it., I should have likeAto have had some children
to carry on my "line® but perhaps it is just as well that
I endeavored to give some of that virility to my country,

What you have said about me in this letter is, in a
large way, symbolic of both you and John. You have meant
in the past, and mean now, a great deal to the New England
community and especially to the local commnity which you
have honored by your presence., You have also contributed
a loet to the National scene for John was a fine Assistant
Secretary of the Navy and it was my hope that he would
decide to go highsr in the political field, but unfortunately
for the United States he chose to do otherwise,

You, Anne, are a wonderful woman and everyons feels
that it is the team of Anne and John rather than each
individually which make the Brown name so beloved., It is
a fine thing for us all to see a family of great social
consequence such as yours measure up to the heavy require-
ments of its position. So far as I can see your children




are imbued with all of the honor and character which you
and John represent so well and which one doesa't find
too often among people of similar social levels., I can
think of many of the great names of America and their
spoiled heirs and I sometimes wonder if it is worth it.

I have not made any decision as to what I am going
to do in the future. I am not really looking for a job
but rather I am interested in my reactions after fortye
seven years in the Navy, I may decide to remain in
Newport at least part of the time,. Everyone has been
quite insistent that I do so and perhaps I will,
main objection to all of this is the weather which with
its humidity is not very helpful to my equanimity,

For the present I am still working at the War College
on my last book which I did not complete., Naturally I
am on my own at no cost to the Govermment. I hope to

see it finished presently,

Once again lat me thank you very much indeed for
yourvery understanding letter and let me once again say
that I missed you both greatly.

With great affection, I am, asewerr,
Your old friend,
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